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California Senate Bill 54:  
A Win for Our Ocean 
 

The Strongest Plastics Legislation in the U.S. 
Passed on June 30, 2022, Senate Bill (SB) 54, also known as the Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging 
Producer Responsibility Act, is the first legislation to tackle this crisis at the source by requiring less single-use 
plastics in the first place. This law established a new model of comprehensive plastics legislation that reduces 
single-use plastics, invests in our growing reuse and refill economy, and holds producers financially accountable for 
their packaging through extended producer responsibility. As the largest state economy, the impacts of this 
legislation will ripple throughout the country, however, California cannot solve this problem alone. To address our 
growing plastic pollution crisis, the federal government must be part of the solution.  
 

Tackling the �T�V�S�F�P�I�Q���E�X���M�X�…�W���W�S�Y�V�G�I 
SB 54 will tackle our plastic pollution crisis at the source by requiring less single-use plastics in the first place 
through: a reduction in single-use plastics by: 

�® Requiring producers to reduce single-use plastic packaging and foodware by at least 25%, by both weight 
and item count, by 2032 

�º  At least 10% of the 
source reduction must be 
achieved by eliminating 
single-use plastics 
without replacing it with 
another material, with 4% 
eliminated through the 
use of reuse and refill 
systems  

�® Banning expanded polystyrene 
(EPS) foodware by January 1, 
2025 unless producers are able to 
demonstrate a high recycling rate 
(25%, measured by CalRecycle) 

�® Providing CalRecycle with the authority to increase source reduction mandates after 2032 if there is growth 
in single-use plastic packaging and foodware 

 

Holding producers responsible for establishing a circular economy  
SB 54 will set California on the path towards a circular economy by ensuring that producers are held financially 
responsible for improving Californi�E�…�W���V�I�G�]�G�P�M�R�K���E�R�H���G�S�Q�T�S�W�X�M�R�K���M�R�J�V�E�W�X�V�Y�G�X�Y�V�I���M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K�� 

�® Requiring that packaging producers of all materials take financial responsibility for the full lifecycle of their 
products through extended producer responsibility (EPR) through the formation of a producer responsibility 
organization (PRO) 

�® Establishing strong oversight and enforcement authority for CalRecycle including: 
�º  Directing the needs assessment 


